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1. The axial signs of Parkinson’s disease can be classified into a postural-instability-gait-disorder 
factor and a freezing-swallowing-speech factor, which are associated with different demographic 
and clinical characteristics. It is, thus, likely that different mechanisms underlie these factors. Dit 
proefschrift
2. The nondopaminergic symptoms of Parkinson’s disease may provide a basis for a new staging system 
for the severity of the disease. Dit proefschrift
3. Subtypes in Parkinson’s disease can be discriminated on the basis of severity of nondopaminergic 
symptoms and motor complications. Dit proefschrift
4. Nondopaminergic symptoms have a larger impact on health-related quality of life of patients with 
Parkinson’s disease than dopaminergic symptoms. Dit proefschrift
5. It is now probably more appropriate to refer to Parkinson’s diseases rather than to subscribe the 
belief that all patients presenting with the classical clinical features have a uniform pathobiological 
disorder. AE Lang, Neurology 2007;68:948-952
6. The non-motor aspects of the disease represent a critical unmet need in the therapy of PD. C Marras, 
AE Lang, Neurology 2008;70:1996-2003
7. The clinical disease can be subdivided into a variable early-middle phase of the disease, followed by 
a more stereotyped late period of milestone accumulation. PA Kempster et al. Brain 2010;133:1755-
1762
8. Biotechnology will improve our ability to customize patient-specific strategies based on individual 
genes and proteins so as to better predict, prevent, diagnose and treat subtypes rather than using 
the “one-size-fits-all” approach. DA Cortese, Clinical pharmacology and therapeutics 2007;82(5) 
:491-493
9. Classification in the widest sense is, along with astronomy, probably one of the oldest scientific 
pursuits undertaken by man. BS Everitt, Biometrics 1979;35:169-181
10.A cluster analysis solution is the beginning of a research process, not the end. RK Blashfield, Journal 
of consulting and clinical psychology 1980; 48(4):456-9
11.What we have in common is that we are all unique. Anonymous
12.If you put your mind to it, you can accomplish anything. Marty McFly, character of Michael J Fox in 
‘Back to the future’ 1985.
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